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and you keep your things in a manner most accessible to
him. The robber comes again and is confused,as all this
is new to him; nevertheless, he takes away your things.
But his mind is agitated. He inquires about you in the
village, he comes to learn about your broad and loving
heart; he repents, he begs your pardon, returns you your
things, and leaves off the stealing habit. He becomes your
servant, and you find for him honourable employment.
This is the second method.
Thus, you see, different means have brought about
totally different results. I do not wish to deduce from
this that robbers will act in the above manner or that all
will have the same pity and love like you. I only wish
to show that fair means alone can produce fair results,
and that, at least in the majority of cases, if not indeed
in all, the force of love and pity is infinitely greater than
the force of arms. There is harm in the exercise of brute
force, never in that of pity.
Hind Swaraj, chapter xvi
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CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
I am quite capable of recommending even punishment
to wrong-doers under conceivable circumstances; for in-
stance, I would not hesitate under the present state of
society to confine thieves and robbers, which is in itself
a kind of punishment. But I would also admit that it is
not Satyagraha, and that it is a fall from the pure doctrine.
That would be an admission not of the weakness of the
doctrine but the weakness of myself. I have no other
remedy to suggest in such cases in the present state of
society. I am therefore satisfied with advocating the use
of prisons more as reformatories than as places of punish-
ment.